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Assay Not less than 99.0% on the dried basis
DESCRIPTION White, almost odourless, crystalline powder, flakes or granules
FUNCTIONAL USES Antimicrobial preservative
CHARACTERISTICS
IDENTIFICATION
Solubility (Vol. 4) Freely soluble in water, sparingly soluble in ethanol
Test for benzoate (Vol. 4) Passes test
Use a 10% solution of the sample
Test for sodium (Vol. 4) Passes test
PURITY
Loss on drying (Vol. 4) Not more than 1.5% (105°, 4 h)
Acidity or alkalinity Dissolve 2 g of the sample, weighed to the nearest mg, in 20 ml of freshly

boiled water. Not more than 0.5 ml of either 0.1N sodium hydroxide or
0.1N hydrochloric acid should be required for neutralization, using
phenolphthalein TS as indicator.

Readily carbonizable Dissolve 0.5 g of the sample, weighed to the nearest mg, in 5 ml of
substances sulfuric acid TS. The colour produced should not be darker than a light

pink ("Matching Fluid Q")

Chlorinated organic Not more than 0.07% (as chlorine)

compounds (Vol. 4) Test 0.25 g of the sample using 0.5 ml of 0.01N hydrochloric acid in the
control

Readily oxidizable Add 1.5 ml of sulfuric acid to 100 ml of water, heat to boiling and add

substances 0.1N potassium permanganate, dropwise, until the pink colour persists for

30 sec. Dissalve 1 g of the sample, weighed to the nearest mg, in the
heated solution, and titrate with 0.1N potassium permanganate to a pink
colour that persists for 15 sec. Not more than 0.5 ml should be required.

Lead (Vol. 4) Not more than 2 mg/kg
Determine using an atomic absorption technique appropriate to the
specified level. The selection of sample size and method of sample
preparation may be based on the principles of the method described in
Volume 4, “Instrumental Methods.”
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DESCRIPTION

Sedium Benzoate occurs as white granules, crystalline pow-
der, or flakes. One gram dissolves in 2 mL of water, in 75
mL of alcohol. and in 50 mL of 90% alcohol.

Function Preservative; antimicrobial agent.

REQUIREMENTS

Identification A sample gives positive tests for Soditm and
for Benzoare, Appendix TIIA.

Assay Not less than 99.0% and not more than 1005% of
C7HsNaOy, calculated on the anhydrous basis.

Alkalinity (as NaOH) Not more than 0.04%.

Lead Not more than 2 mg'ke.

Water Not more than 1.5%.
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